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TEXT

Luke 17:7-10
7"Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to 
him when he has come in from the field, 'Come at once and recline at 
table'? 8Will he not rather say to him, 'Prepare supper for me, and dress 
properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and 
drink'? 9Does he thank the servant because he did what was commanded? 
10So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, 'We 
are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.'"

It was the typical Old West town.  At one end was the saloon.  At the other end 
was the church.  And across the dusty street from the church was a one room 
schoolhouse.  On the top of the school was a bell, which the teacher rang every 
morning to call the children to class.  The boys with their hair slicked down and the 
girls with their pretty bows arrived reluctantly.  At precisely the right time.  Never 
one minute early.  When the teacher in her prim and proper long dress and smelling 
of lilac dismissed the class in the afternoon, the students bolted for the door, never 
lingering for a minute.  

This is how it was with all of the students, except for one.  She came early every 
day, helping the teacher lay out textbooks on the desks.  And she would stay late 
every day cleaning the blackboard, knocking out the erasers, putting the books 
away.  During the day, she was easily the most attentive student.  She sat close to 
the teacher, absorbing every lesson.  One day, when the other kids were a little 
wild, the teacher used this girl as an example.  “Why can’t you be like her?  She 
listens.  She works hard.  She comes early and stays late.”  An older boy, tanned 
from working in the sun and wearing bib overalls, stood right up and said,  “It isn’t 
fair to ask us to be like her!”

It may not have been fair, but I bet every one of those kids wished they could be 
like that girl.  We wish we could be that loyal, that committed to something.  In 
regard to our Teacher, Jesus Christ, we wish we could be like His servant that He 
describes here:  “So also when you have done all that you were commanded, say,  
‘We are unworthy servants (we are servants who are owed nothing).  We have only 
done what was our duty.’”  We wish we could serve Christ like that, not expecting 
any reward for our service.  Placing all we are and have at His disposal.  Using all of 
it in accordance with His wishes.  As it says in one of our hymns:  “All that we have 
is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee.”

So, what happens?  How does it get to the point where we say to God,  “It isn’t fair 
to ask us to be like Christ!  It isn’t fair to expect us to do all that You have 
commanded, to sacrifice to that extent!”  Where does it start that we stop sitting 
so close to the Teacher? 
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It starts with a word from the hymn I just mentioned.  The word, trust.  A trust.  
Like the kind of a trust that parents might leave to their children, with the intent 
that their children use it both to live on and to help others, in accordance with 
their parents’ wishes.  What happens, though, is that after the children receive the 
trust, after a while the children forget who the trust is for and what the trust is for.  
“Well, it has my name on it.  It must be for me.  It must be a reward for me for 
having been such a good kid.”  We are prone to think that way about the “trust” 
that God leaves to us.  

Over time we forget, and we look upon our time, treasure, and talent as ours, as a 
reward for our hard work, for doing what’s right, for being a good kid.  We tend to 
look at what we are and have as the fruits of our labor.  At these things as a reward 
or as an award for merely doing our duty.  That would explain this thinking which 
says,  “That’s Yours; this is mine!”  Just how much are you expecting me to give up of 
what is mine?  It isn’t fair!”  That’s what happens to our wish to be loyal and 
committed to our Teacher.  That’s what becomes of our desire to say,  “We are 
servants who are owed nothing.  We have only done our duty.”  It fizzles out into 
the words, “It isn’t fair!”

Well, those were the words of the boy in the bib overalls.  But what if he was right?  
What if the girl had an advantage over the other students?  Well, she did.  And as 
soon as the boy said those words,  “It isn’t fair to ask us to be like her,” the teacher 
knew what he meant.  The girl who came early and stayed late was an orphan.  She 
knew the teacher not merely as her teacher but as someone who gave her a sense 
of belonging. 

You have that same advantage.  This day God gives you a sense of belonging.  That’s 
what’s Middle Eastern servants had in Jesus’ day and still have to this day.  It is the 
most unique master-servant relationship.  It is not slavery.  It is a relationship built 
on honor and respect. Middle Eastern servants are not employees who work for a 
paycheck so they can pay the rent.  They live with their master.  They belong to their 
master.  They do not work, then, for any reward.  Nor do they work in order to 
avoid punishment.  They work out of loyalty, out of a sense of “duty.” (verse 10)  
Because their master has taken good responsibility for their welfare.  

So also has Christ taken good responsibility for those who have not done all He has 
commanded.  He took responsibility.  For the times we thought to ourselves that 
more has been expected of us than is fair, He took responsibility.  At the cross.  But 
that’s where our master-servant relationship with Christ becomes even more 
unique.  For Christ to go to the cross for us He became our servant.  In that act, 
He turned the tables on us.   He said to us, “You owe Me nothing.”   

So, in contrast to this passage, He turns the tables on us and does invite us to His 
own Table, where He serves us. In the Lord’s Supper.  Even though He is also our 
Lord and Master.  So unique then is our master-servant relationship with Christ 
that the closest thing to it you can think of is marriage.  Where there is no “that’s 
yours; this is mine.”  Because there is a sense of belonging.  The husband has a sense 
of belonging to his wife, and the wife has a sense of belonging to her husband.  They 
know that with each other they have a place to belong. 
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That’s what we have with Christ.  Because He took responsibility for our sins at the 
cross and rose again for us.  Because this has been applied to us in Baptism, we are 
God’s baptized children.  With Him we have a sense of belonging, a place to belong 
now and when we die.  Through Baptism and the Lord’s Supper we have then less 
and less a sense that what’s expected of us is unfair.  

Less and less a sense of  “that is Yours and this is mine.” and more and more a 
loyalty and commitment to Christ of all we have and all we are as in marriage: an 
attitude toward Him of “nothing is owed to me.”  

Because that’s the same thing Christ is saying to us through His death and 
resurrection.

Amen
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